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known among the vulgar as dances of the Red Tiger Devil, but in the hands of the Yellow Church have become a historical drama representing the persecution of Buddhism under King Lang-dar-ma and its ultimate triumph after he has been slain by the help of these ghostly champions.
Lamaist books mention numerous other Indian divinities, such as Brahma, the thirty-three Devas, the Kings of the four quarters, etc. These have no particular place in the system but their appearance in art and literature is natural, since they are decorative though not essential parts of early Buddhism. The same may be said of all the host of Nagas, Yakshas, Rakshasas, etc. But though these multitudinous spirits have been rearranged and classified in conformity with Hindu ideas they are not an importation but rather part of the old folklore of Tibet, in many ways identical with the same stratum of thought in India. Thus the snake demigods or Nagas1 occupy in both countries a large place in the popular imagination. In the higher ranks of the Lamaist pantheon all the figures seem to be imported, but some indigenous godlings have retained a place in the lower classes. Such are rDo-rje-legs, at first an opponent of Buddhism as preached by Padma-Sambhava but honoured as a deity after making due submission, and the Five "Kings2, a group of fierce spirits, under the presidency of dPe-dkar.
It remains to say a word of the numerous goddesses who play an important part in Tibetan Buddhism, as in Hindu Tantrism, They are usually represented as the female counterparts or better halves of male deities, but some are self-sufficient. The greatest of these goddesses is T&r&8. Though Lamaist theology describes her as the spouse of AvaloMta she is not a single personality but a generic name applied to a whole class of female deities and, as in many other cases, no clear distinction is drawn between her attendants and the forms which she herself assumes. Originally benevolent and depicted with the attributes of T^kahmt she is transformed by a turn of Tibetan
1 See Laofer, "Hundert Tausend Nagas** in Memoir* of Finno-Ugrian Society, 1898.
1 Or Five Bodies, sKu-Lna. dPe-dKar or Pe-har is by some authorities identified with the Chinese deity Wei-to. This latter is represented in the outer ooort of most Chinese temples.
* In OSbetan sGrol-ma, in Mongol Dara Ska, For the early history of T&ra aee Blonay, Ma&iaux pour xrvir a fhistoire de. . *Tdrd, 1895.